
An assertion was made that Urban Meyer’s “best” as a coach was better than Bobby Bowden’s “best”.  Below is a compilation of some statistics that should prove that assertion erroneous.

My Assertion:  Bobby Bowden, at the top of his game (or I should say “games” as will be shown in the tables below) is still better than Urban Meyer at the top of his.  At least thus far Bowden was.
Final Conclusions (based on info below):  At his best(s)Bobby Bowden has won more games, playing higher ranked opponents (avg.), playing more ranked opponents, and outscoring opponents MORE than Urban Meyer has thus far in Urban’s career (using a 4 year time span).  1991-1994 was Bowden’s Best 4 year string.  Even if you take Bowden’s SINGLE best year and compare it to Meyers, Bowden still comes out the better.
The cherry on Top:  Bowden has class, Meyer does not.
The following stats/records used were:  W/L record of the teams, final AP rankings of the team’s who played against Florida St. and Florida, and final scores of those games.

I used these calculations to base my conclusion on:  

1. Winning Percentage.

2. Team vs. Opponent Scoring Percentage and Ratio.

3. Team vs.  Number of Opponents in Top 25 and Average Top 25 Opponent Ranking.

Highlights- Bowden Winning Percentage over Meyer’s using four year averaging (I believe using 4 years is useful because being at the top of your game, I believe, means more than having a “flash in the pan” season—Meyer has only been here for 4 seasons).   I highlighted Bowden’s TWO top winning percentage records over 4 years against Meyer’s.

	Bowden
	 
	Meyer
	 

	  Year
	Winning %
	Year
	Winning %

	87-90
	0.875
	05-08
	0.824863

	88-91
	0.85725
	05-08
	0.824863

	89-92
	0.85725
	05-08
	0.824863

	90-93
	0.87975
	05-08
	0.824863

	91-94
	0.8875
	05-08
	0.824863

	92-95
	0.88425
	05-08
	0.824863

	93-96
	0.88575
	05-08
	0.824863

	94-97
	0.88575
	05-08
	0.824863

	95-98
	0.88125
	05-08
	0.824863

	96-99
	0.923
	05-08
	0.824863

	00-03
	0.90375
	05-08
	0.824863

	01-04
	0.83975
	05-08
	0.824863

	02-05
	0.789
	05-08
	0.824863

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Individual Years
	
	
	

	Bobby Bowden -Florida State
	 
	Urban Meyer - Florida

	year
	 
	W/L
	Tie
	Winning %
	 
	Winning %
	W/L
	Tie
	Year

	1987
	11-1
	11
	1
	0
	0.917
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	1988
	11-1
	11
	1
	0
	0.917
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2006

	1989
	10-2
	10
	2
	0
	0.833
	 
	0.692
	9-4
	 
	2007

	1990
	10-2
	10
	2
	0
	0.833
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2008

	1991
	11-2
	11
	2
	0
	0.846
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	1992
	11-1
	11
	1
	0
	0.917
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2006

	1993
	12-1
	12
	1
	0
	0.923
	 
	0.692
	9-4
	 
	2007

	1994
	10-2-1
	10
	1
	1
	0.864
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2008

	1995
	10-2
	10
	2
	0
	0.833
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	1996
	11-1
	11
	1
	0
	0.923
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	1997
	11-1
	11
	1
	0
	0.923
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2006

	1998
	11-2
	11
	2
	0
	0.846
	 
	0.692
	9-4
	 
	2007

	1999
	12
	12
	0
	0
	1
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2008

	2000
	11-2
	11
	2
	0
	0.846
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	2001
	8-4
	8
	4
	0
	0.667
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2006

	2002
	9-5
	9
	5
	0
	0.643
	 
	0.692
	9-4
	 
	2007

	2003
	10-3
	10
	3
	0
	0.769
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2008

	2004
	9-3
	9
	3
	0
	0.75
	 
	0.750
	9-3
	 
	2005

	2005
	8-5
	8
	5
	0
	0.615
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2006

	2006
	7-5
	7
	6
	0
	0.538
	 
	0.692
	9-4
	 
	2007

	2007
	7-6
	7
	6
	0
	0.538
	 
	0.929
	13-1
	 
	2008


Above shows individual years and the W/L and winning percentage between each.  1991-1994 is the second highest winning percentage for Bowden since 1987 (excluding 2000-2003) and 1996-1999 proves my point best about Bowden having a higher winning percentage than Meyer. 
The obvious problem with just these numbers are the fact that Florida State could have gotten their wins during Bowden’s best against less quality opponents than Meyer.  My calculations prove this untrue as well.

The next pages are in the following order: Florida’s 2005-2008 Schedule with W/L record and opponent final AP ranking (top 25), then Florida State’s 1991-1994 and 1996-1999 as well.  At the bottom of year team’s year span is a calculation of : 

1.  Team’s total score /  Opponent’s total score
2. Total opponents played in top 25

3. Average opponent top 25 ranking

Final Conclusions (based on info below and above):  Bobby Bowden has won more games, playing higher ranked opponents (avg.), playing more ranked opponents, and outscoring opponents MORE than Urban Meyer has thus far in Urban’s career.
FLORIDA

	2005:  9-3-0

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank 
	Location

	W
	09/03/05
	32
	Wyoming
	14
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/10/05
	41
	Louisiana Tech
	3
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/17/05
	16
	Tennessee
	7
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/24/05
	49
	Kentucky
	28
	 
	Lexington, KY

	L
	10/01/05
	3
	Alabama
	31
	8
	Tuscaloosa, AL

	W
	10/08/05
	35
	Mississippi St.
	9
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	L
	10/15/05
	17
	Louisiana St.
	21
	 
	Baton Rouge, LA

	W
	10/29/05
	14
	Georgia
	10
	10
	Jacksonville, FL

	W
	11/05/05
	49
	Vanderbilt (TN)
	42
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	L
	11/12/05
	22
	South Carolina
	30
	 
	Columbia, SC

	W
	11/26/05
	34
	Florida St.
	7
	23
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	01/02/06
	31
	Iowa
	24
	 
	Tampa, FL

	
	
	343
	
	226
	3
	

	2006 (13-1)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	 Opp. rank 
	Location

	W
	09/02/06
	34
	Southern Mississippi
	7
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/09/06
	42
	Central Florida
	0
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/16/06
	21
	Tennessee
	20
	25
	Knoxville, TN

	W
	09/23/06
	26
	Kentucky
	7
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/30/06
	28
	Alabama
	13
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	10/07/06
	23
	Louisiana St.
	10
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	L
	10/14/06
	17
	Auburn (AL)
	27
	9
	Auburn, AL

	W
	10/28/06
	21
	Georgia
	14
	23
	Jacksonville, FL

	W
	11/04/06
	25
	Vanderbilt (TN)
	19
	 
	Nashville, TN

	W
	11/11/06
	17
	South Carolina
	16
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/18/06
	62
	Western Carolina (NC)
	0
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/25/06
	21
	Florida St.
	14
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	12/02/06
	38
	Arkansas
	28
	15
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	01/08/07
	41
	Ohio St.
	14
	2
	Glendale, AZ

	
	
	416
	
	189
	5
	

	2007 (9-4)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	 Opp. rank 
	Location

	W
	09/01/07
	49
	Western Kentucky
	3
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/08/07
	59
	Troy (AL)
	31
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/15/07
	59
	Tennessee
	20
	12
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/22/07
	30
	Mississippi
	24
	 
	Oxford, MS

	L
	09/29/07
	17
	Auburn (AL)
	20
	15
	Gainesville, FL

	L
	10/06/07
	24
	Louisiana St.
	28
	 
	Baton Rouge, LA

	W
	10/20/07
	45
	Kentucky
	37
	 
	Lexington, KY

	L
	10/27/07
	30
	Georgia
	42
	2
	Jacksonville, FL

	W
	11/03/07
	49
	Vanderbilt (TN)
	22
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/10/07
	51
	South Carolina
	31
	 
	Columbia, SC

	W
	11/17/07
	59
	Florida Atlantic
	20
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/24/07
	45
	Florida St.
	12
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	L
	01/01/08
	35
	Michigan
	41
	18
	Orlando, FL

	
	
	552
	
	331
	4
	

	2008 (9-4)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank  
	Location

	W
	08/30/08
	56
	Hawaii
	10
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/06/08
	26
	Miami (FL)
	3
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	09/20/08
	30
	Tennessee
	6
	 
	Knoxville, TN

	L
	09/27/08
	30
	Mississippi
	31
	14
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	10/04/08
	38
	Arkansas
	7
	 
	Fayetteville, AR

	W
	10/11/08
	51
	Louisiana St.
	21
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	10/25/08
	63
	Kentucky
	5
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/01/08
	49
	Georgia
	10
	13
	Jacksonville, FL

	W
	11/08/08
	42
	Vanderbilt (TN)
	14
	 
	Nashville, TN

	W
	11/15/08
	56
	South Carolina
	6
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/22/08
	70
	Citadel (SC)
	19
	 
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	11/29/08
	45
	Florida St.
	15
	21
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	12/06/08
	31
	Alabama
	20
	6
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	01/08/09
	24
	Oklahoma
	14
	5
	Miami, FL

	
	
	611
	
	181
	5
	

	
	Total
	1922
	
	927
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Score /Total Opponents Score
	2.07335
	
	# of Top 25
	17
	

	
	
	
	
	Avg. Rank
	12.29
	


END FLORIDA
BEGIN FLORIDA STATE
	1996:  11-1-0

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank  
	Location

	W
	09/07/96
	44
	Duke (NC)
	7
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/19/96
	51
	North Carolina St.
	17
	 
	Raleigh, NC

	W
	09/28/96
	13
	North Carolina
	0
	10
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/05/96
	34
	Clemson (SC)
	3
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/12/96
	34
	Miami (FL)
	16
	14
	Miami, FL

	W
	10/26/96
	31
	Virginia
	24
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/02/96
	49
	Georgia Tech
	3
	 
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	11/09/96
	44
	Wake Forest (NC)
	7
	 
	Orlando, FL

	W
	11/16/96
	54
	Southern Mississippi
	14
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/23/96
	48
	Maryland
	10
	 
	Miami, FL

	W
	11/30/96
	24
	Florida
	21
	1
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	01/02/97
	20
	Florida
	52
	1
	New Orleans, LA

	
	
	446
	
	174
	4
	

	1997 (11-1)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank  
	Location

	W
	09/06/97
	14
	Southern California
	7
	 
	Los Angeles, CA

	W
	09/13/97
	50
	Maryland
	7
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/20/97
	35
	Clemson (SC)
	28
	 
	Clemson, SC

	W
	10/04/97
	47
	Miami (FL)
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/11/97
	51
	Duke (NC)
	27
	 
	Durham, NC

	W
	10/18/97
	38
	Georgia Tech
	0
	25
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/25/97
	47
	Virginia
	21
	 
	Charlottesville, VA

	W
	11/01/97
	48
	North Carolina St.
	35
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/08/97
	20
	North Carolina
	3
	6
	Chapel Hill, NC

	W
	11/15/97
	58
	Wake Forest (NC)
	7
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	11/22/97
	29
	Florida
	32
	4
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	01/01/98
	31
	Ohio St.
	14
	12
	New Orleans, LA

	
	
	468
	
	181
	4
	

	1998 (11-2)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank  
	Location

	W
	08/31/98
	23
	Texas A&M
	14
	11
	East Rutherford, NJ

	L
	09/12/98
	7
	North Carolina St.
	24
	 
	Raleigh, NC

	W
	09/19/98
	62
	Duke (NC)
	13
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/26/98
	30
	Southern California
	10
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/03/98
	24
	Maryland
	10
	 
	College Park, MD

	W
	10/10/98
	26
	Miami (FL)
	14
	20
	Miami, FL

	W
	10/17/98
	48
	Clemson (SC)
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/24/98
	34
	Georgia Tech
	7
	9
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	10/31/98
	39
	North Carolina
	13
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/07/98
	45
	Virginia
	14
	18
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/14/98
	24
	Wake Forest (NC)
	7
	 
	Winston-Salem, NC

	W
	11/21/98
	23
	Florida
	12
	4
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	01/04/99
	16
	Tennessee
	23
	1
	Tempe, AZ

	
	
	401
	
	161
	6
	

	1999 (12-0)

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. rank  
	Location

	W
	08/28/99
	41
	Louisiana Tech
	7
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/11/99
	41
	Georgia Tech
	35
	10
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/18/99
	42
	North Carolina St.
	11
	20
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/25/99
	42
	North Carolina
	10
	 
	Chapel Hill, NC

	W
	10/02/99
	51
	Duke (NC)
	23
	 
	Jacksonville, FL

	W
	10/09/99
	31
	Miami (FL)
	21
	19
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/16/99
	33
	Wake Forest (NC)
	10
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/23/99
	17
	Clemson (SC)
	14
	 
	Clemson, SC

	W
	10/30/99
	35
	Virginia
	10
	 
	Charlottesville, VA

	W
	11/13/99
	49
	Maryland
	10
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/20/99
	30
	Florida
	23
	3
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	01/04/00
	46
	Virginia Tech
	29
	2
	New Orleans, LA

	
	
	458
	
	203
	5
	

	
	Total
	1773
	
	719
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Score / Opp. Total Score
	2.465925
	
	# of Top 25
	19
	

	
	
	
	
	Avg. Rank
	10
	


	1991:  11-2-0

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. Rank 
	Location

	W
	08/29/91
	44
	Brigham Young (UT)
	28
	23
	Anaheim, CA

	W
	09/07/91
	38
	Tulane (LA)
	11
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/14/91
	58
	Western Michigan
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/28/91
	51
	Michigan
	31
	6
	Ann Arbor, MI

	W
	10/05/91
	46
	Syracuse (NY)
	14
	11
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/12/91
	33
	Virginia Tech
	20
	 
	Orlando, FL

	W
	10/19/91
	39
	Middle Tennessee St.
	10
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/26/91
	27
	Louisiana St.
	16
	 
	Baton Rouge, LA

	W
	11/02/91
	40
	Louisville (KY)
	15
	 
	Louisville, KY

	W
	11/09/91
	38
	South Carolina
	10
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	11/16/91
	16
	Miami (FL)
	17
	1
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	11/30/91
	9
	Florida
	14
	7
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	01/01/92
	10
	Texas A&M
	2
	12
	Dallas, TX

	
	
	449
	
	188
	6
	

	1992:  11-1-0

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	 Opp. Rank 
	Location

	W
	09/05/92
	48
	Duke (NC)
	21
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/12/92
	24
	Clemson (SC)
	20
	 
	Clemson, SC

	W
	09/19/92
	34
	North Carolina St.
	13
	17
	Raleigh, NC

	W
	09/26/92
	35
	Wake Forest (NC)
	7
	25
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	10/03/92
	16
	Miami (FL)
	19
	3
	Miami, FL

	W
	10/10/92
	36
	North Carolina
	13
	19
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/17/92
	29
	Georgia Tech
	24
	 
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	10/31/92
	13
	Virginia
	3
	 
	Charlottesville, VA

	W
	11/07/92
	69
	Maryland
	21
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/14/92
	70
	Tulane (LA)
	7
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/28/92
	45
	Florida
	24
	10
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	01/01/93
	27
	Nebraska
	14
	14
	Miami, FL

	
	
	446
	
	186
	6
	

	1993:  12-1-0

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. Rank  
	Location

	W
	08/28/93
	42
	Kansas
	0
	 
	East Rutherford, NJ

	W
	09/04/93
	45
	Duke (NC)
	7
	 
	Durham, NC

	W
	09/11/93
	57
	Clemson (SC)
	0
	23
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/18/93
	33
	North Carolina
	7
	19
	Chapel Hill, NC

	W
	10/02/93
	51
	Georgia Tech
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/09/93
	28
	Miami (FL)
	10
	15
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/16/93
	40
	Virginia
	14
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/30/93
	54
	Wake Forest (NC)
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/06/93
	49
	Maryland
	20
	 
	College Park, MD

	L
	11/13/93
	24
	Notre Dame (IN)
	31
	2
	South Bend, IN

	W
	11/20/93
	62
	North Carolina St.
	3
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/27/93
	33
	Florida
	21
	5
	Gainesville, FL

	W
	01/01/94
	18
	Nebraska
	16
	3
	Miami, FL

	
	
	536
	
	129
	6
	

	1994:  10-1-1

	W/L
	Date
	PF
	Opponent
	PA
	Opp. Rank  
	Location

	W
	09/03/94
	41
	Virginia
	17
	15
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	09/10/94
	52
	Maryland
	20
	 
	College Park, MD

	W
	09/17/94
	56
	Wake Forest (NC)
	14
	 
	Winston-Salem, NC

	W
	09/24/94
	31
	North Carolina
	18
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	L
	10/08/94
	20
	Miami (FL)
	34
	6
	Miami, FL

	W
	10/22/94
	17
	Clemson (SC)
	0
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	10/29/94
	59
	Duke (NC)
	20
	 
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	11/05/94
	41
	Georgia Tech
	10
	 
	Atlanta, GA

	W
	11/12/94
	23
	Notre Dame (IN)
	16
	 
	Orlando, FL

	W
	11/19/94
	34
	North Carolina St.
	3
	17
	Raleigh, NC

	T
	11/26/94
	31
	Florida
	31
	7
	Tallahassee, FL

	W
	01/02/95
	23
	Florida
	17
	7
	New Orleans, LA

	
	
	428
	
	200
	5
	

	
	Total
	1859
	
	703
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Score/ Opp. Total Score
	
	2.644381
	
	# of Top 25
	23
	

	
	
	
	
	Avg. rank
	11.3913
	


END FLORIDA STATE

