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Toronto Maple Leafs'

In hus frrst duty 3s the new Leaf captain, Mats Sundmn was upstaged by Don
Cherry at last night's season opener, And no, it wasn't because the CBC
broadcaster made a crack about a Canadan institution naming a Swede as team

captan.

MNor was it because it looked ke he had stolen the kilt of one of the 48th
Highlanders band members (who preceded him on the ice) for his sports jacket.

Chetry, making hus finst major public appearance since his wife Rose died last
spnng. hondled the ceremonial faccoft aleng with Leats president Ken Dryden.

Cherry recewved the loudest and longest ovation of the night a standing O from

the 15631 fans at Mapie Leal Gardens.

Surpnsingly. a few boos accompan.sd Dryden 1o the ice. But Cherry brought
the crowd onside when hi: grabbed a microphane in one hand. Doyden in the
other and sad, ~Listen, thanks a lot for beating those Russaansin 1972.-

When Sundin and Washington Capitals captain Dale Hunter met at centre for
the ceremonial faceofl, Cherry couldn't keep his sentiments hidden. *“Way 1o go.
Aats, ™ Cherry snd. shaking hands wath Sundin. and then he temed to Hunter, a
Canadian whose cheppy style of play s close 1o Chemy's heart. *1 love you, Dale. ™
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Ottawa Senators

Vhen the Senators made their lato-
season dash nta the playoffs last
soasen, much was made of a love
atar between the team and its fans,
The gntty yourg Senators took the
drasion leadors, the Butfalo Sabees, 1o
overirme of the seventh game belome
leearig. But that was then. Now, this
tova affar has about as much romance
as a royal mamage. Last season, the
Senators sold a grand total of 8100
season bekets at the new Corel Centre,
which seats 18.500. As of yosterday,
those ever-loving Otawa fans had
bought 3600 scason tickets This isn't
the way the Senators are looking at it,
though “We've had a great renewal
rate,” sad Senators spokesman Phul
Legault. " About 95 per cent [of last
season's subscribers) renowed . And
[the 1.500 seats] s a 20-per-cent
increase. ~Weve also sold 100 suites
Last year at this ume, we'd sold 73 or
74 [of 147)."

Next game: Tomarrow, Dttawa v
Philade!ph:a.

Vancouver Canucks

The wce surface a1 Tokyo's Yoyoqgi
Arena maght be slow and slushy Tor
games thes woekend behween the
Canucks and Anaheim Mighty Ducks
Yoyoaq Arena’s lemporary ice surface s
not built above concrete but rather on
a emporary mat that covers a
swimming pool. That and the fact that
Yoyoq: Arena has neither ar
condiomng noc hurmidilicrs will make
it tough for National Hockey League

officials to craft a first-rate surface.
Those who ined out the arena carly
this weok sasd the unusual factors
made for an ice surface that felt as f it
were moving underncath a skater.
Next game: Tomomow, Vancouver
v Anaheim in Tokyo.

Edmonton Oilers
PlayoH thumphs in the spnng have

L turned mto ket sales in the fall for

the Edmonton Oilers, Team vige-
presdent Douwg Piper 1old the
Edmonton Sun: “We are officialiy back.
We're going to hang up that sellout
sign for about two-theds of our games
the way i1's been going. ™ The Qilers
have sold 13,303 season tickers this
season, almaost 1,000 more than the
Mark Messier-boosted Vancouver
Canucks have sold Most of the big
draws, whether it be teams or players,
will be sold out this year in Edmonton.,
Next game: Tomorow, Edmonion
v Detront
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Calgary Flames

It's abvious just by looking a1 the
numbers on thair backs that Demk
Momz and Steve Begin were long
shats 10 make the Flames roster for
opeming night. Players who are likely
10 make a roster aren't often grven the
53 that Morms wears of the 57 that
Begin wears Both are 19 years old,
with Begin a couple of months older
than Morms, ~They deserve 10 be here
by what they've done in the last three
wieks, " Flames coach Brian Sutter
said of his teen-agers, “They stood out
every game they played. every practice
thery played. They stuck out like sore
thumbs,” Moms is a defenceman
while Beqin is a centre, and both
played last night against the Detrow
Red Wings.

Next game: Tomonow, Calgary v
Colarado.

By the numbers

Canada’s teams. and their power-play
ethciency tast season: 1. Edmonton
{goals on 18 per cent of powes-play
chances). 2. Calgary, 169 per cent 3.
Vancouver, 16 8B per cent; 4. Onawa.,
167 por cont 5, Montreal, 15.7 per
cent. B Toronto, 155 per cent.

Ned A Campbell and David Shoalts

SPORT IN BRIEF

Baseball

Jays seventh in payroll: The tive
highest spending baseball teams are
all vn the playolfs, according to
updated payrolls ebtained by The
Associated Press The New York
Yankees have the highest payrofl at
about $66-million (U 5.). according
to the figures, which were compiled
by management’s Playor Relations
Commitee for luxury tax purposes
and distnbuted 1o the clubs.
Baltimore s second at $63-milhon,
tollowed by Cleveland at 560-
mullign. The Toronto Blue Jays were
tied for seventh at 553 -million. The
Mantreal Expos wore 25th (fourth
last) at $25-millian

Basketball

Garnett signs; Kevin Garnelt
agreed 1o terms last night on what
could be the nchest contract in
professional sports history, a six-
year deal with the Minnesota
Timbernwolves reportedly worth as
much a5 $123-million (U5}
Nuggaets unload McDyess: The
Denver Nuggets unloaded unhappy
foarward Antomo McDyess
yesterday. sending bom to Phoemix in
a three-way trade that also send

T S——— e e . e e e 1 s

guards Wesley Person and Tony
Dumas from the Suns to Cleveland.

Hockey

Gretzky sat to sign: The New York
Rangers, sull recovenng from the
less of Mark Mess:er, are set to sign
superstar Wayne Gretzky to a multi-
year contract extension today. The
Rangers have colled a news
canference for thas aliernoon to
“make a major announcement”™ and
the Madison Square Garden
Network reported the NHL team
would end weeks of speculation by
extending Gretzky's contract.
Gretzky 15 to attend the news
conference along with MSG
president Dave Checketts, Rangers
gereral manager Neil Smith and
coach Colin Campbell. Gretzky, 36,
15 entenng the final year of a two-
yvear, 311-million contract and 15
eligible far unrestneted free agency
after the season.

TV today

Baseball: Balumeore Onoles at
Seattle Manners, ESPN and TSN, 4
p ., Cleveland Indians at New York
Yankees. Fox and TSN, 8 pm.
Hockey: Los Angeles Kings at

i Boston Bruins, WSBK, 730 pm.
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