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The Toronto Maple Leafs unveiled a new captain and brought back an old one yesterday in an attempt to restore some pride and tradition to the battered franchise.

General manager Cliff Fletcher announced Wendel Clark has been signed to a new contract and named as team captain, and that former Leaf star Darryl Sittler has been hired as a special consultant.

"We feel the two scenarios that unfolded today are part of turning it around and starting to head in the right direction," Fletcher said.

Clark became the highest paid Leaf ever, agreeing to a one-year contract with an option year worth $600,000 per annum. The deal, a hefty $325,000 increase from what he earned last year, will leave Clark with the chance to renegotiate an even more lucrative pact if he can deliver a big season for the Leafs.

Hampered by back problems, Clark had averaged only 27 games a season over three years from 1987-90 before appearing in 63 games last year.

"It's short term. I'm only 24. They're comfortable with it and I'm comfortable with it," Clark said.

The native of Kelvington, Sask., becomes the 16th captain in Leaf history. The low-key Clark, however, said he doesn't plan to do anything differently despite his change in status.

"Right now, I'll just go out and play it by ear and be the same person and do the same things I'm doing now," the six-year veteran said. "There's no reason to be changing anything."

Leaf head coach Tom Watt said he believed there were three main criteria for a team captain: He must have the respect of his teammates, maintain his composure under pressure and have a thorough knowledge of the rules. He said Clark qualified in all regards, particularly the first.

"I think Wendel has the respect of his teammates and that's the most important thing a captain has to have," Watt said.

Sittler, who starred for the Leafs throughout the '70s before getting traded to Philadelphia in the 1981-82 campaign, rejoins the team on a part-time basis. He will work in marketing, public relations, alumni relations and also in hockey operations.

What Fletcher is doing is giving Sittler a chance to get back into hockey while at the same time using the popular former player as a goodwill ambassador for the team.

"Cliff's giving me an opportunity to learn the business," said Sittler, who will commute from his home in Amherst, N.Y.

Both Clark and Sittler modelled sweaters the Leafs will wear against the original six teams in this the 75th anniversary year of the NHL. Sittler's uniform had the familiar No. 27 on the back.

Fletcher said his next assignment would be to deal with the large number of contracts that are left to be negotiated. He said the Leafs are also still looking at the possibility of signing a free agent, or making a trade, and he hopes to sign an assistant GM in the next few months.

Cashing in: Free agent forward Mike Bullard will carry a much heavier price tag than originally estimated for the Leafs.

His agent, Ron Salcer, said Bullard will collect $450,000 (U.S.) a season. He signed a one-year contract with an option year after returning from a season in Switzerland. The deal was first believed to be worth $350,000 (Cdn.) a season.
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'Captain' Clark to get $300,000 raise

Mark Harding
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The 
Maple Leafs
 are expected to announce the signing today of Wendel Clark to a contract that will boost his annual salary by roughly $300,000.

Clark, who made $275,000 last season in the option year of his contract, has apparently agreed to terms on a multi-year deal (likely a one-plus-one contract) which will pay the popular winger an estimated $575,000 per season, making him the highest paid player in Leaf history.

In addition, the six-year veteran is expected to have the coveted (some might say cursed) 'C' added to his sweater this season, making him the 14th captain in club history.

"Either (today) or Friday at the very latest," Leaf president and general manager Cliff Fletcher confirmed yesterday. "We want to get it done."

Don Meehan, Clark's agent, was in attendance at Maple Leaf Gardens during the Team Canada workouts yesterday and met with Fletcher, but was tight- lipped when queried about Clark's contract.

"I think for today I'm going to have to adopt a no-comment position," said Meehan. "I'm usually more forthcoming on this kind of thing, but I'd rather not say anything right now."

Clark's signing has been one of Fletcher's main priorities since taking over the Leaf operation July 1 and it will finally put to rest the incessant rumors that Clark might jump to the Saskatoon franchise of the fledgling Continental Hockey Association.

The new deal would be a tremendous coup for Clark, a 24-year-old Kelvington, Sask., native who managed just 18 goals and 34 points in 63 games last season, but who is still regarded as the club's emotional catalyst.

In other Leaf matters, Fletcher said the Leafs are still interested in free agent defenceman Mathieu Schneider of the Canadiens, but that a veteran goalie is still the top priority.

"There's no frustration on our part from a time standpoint," said Fletcher. "Look around the league, nobody's doing anything right now.

"There's a lot of shadow boxing going on but that's about it. It will probably be the end of August before things start to happen. I never expected anything to happen by this point."

Gus Badali, Schneider's agent, indicated yesterday that playing in Europe is a definite possibility for the young rearguard this season but still planned to meet with Montreal GM Serge Savard either today or tomorrow.

Here and there: Thanks to Glen Wesley's winning goal with one second remaining in yesterday's afternoon scrimmage, assistant coach Brian Sutter's Blue squad will meet Pat Burns' White team in the first intra-squad game at the Gardens tonight (7:30). Burns' squad overcame a 6-2 third-period deficit for a wild 8-7 win over Tom Webster's Red team, which included Wayne Gretzky and Eric Lindros. Webster's Red team will face Burns' squad in Ottawa tomorrow night. . . . Paul Cavallini, Claude Lemieux, Wendel Clark, Jeff Brown and Bruce Driver have been added to tonight's rosters. . . . Luc Robitaille (back spasms) and Jamie Macoun (sore left hand) were unable to participate in yesterday's workouts. Gary Roberts is day- to-day with back spasms, while Steve Smith is hampered by a hip pointer. . . . Coach Mike Keenan said no cuts will be made until after his team has met the Americans in a pair of exhibitions at the end of next week. . . . Keenan, as was the case in 1987, has issued a no-fighting decree to his players for the duration of training camp. There has never been a fighting major in Canada Cup history. "It's important that they learn how to restrain themselves now," said Keenan. Two players who almost came to blows yesterday were Larry Murphy and Brent Sutter. Marty McSorley and Rick Tocchet also jostled with each other several times during the morning skate.

Broten ein Berliner? Minnesota North Stars centre Neal Broten will sign a one-year contract to play for Berlin of the German league if the NHL team doesn't meet his contract demands.

The free-agent centre is reportedly seeking a $600,000 signing bonus and $600,000 guaranteed salary for each of the next four seasons.

The North Stars are offering $2 million guaranteed for four seasons with an additional $100,000 in each of the four years after the contract expires regardless of whether he plays.

"We got a very nice offer in Germany and although I've always wanted to play for the North Stars, if you don't think you're getting a fair contract, it's hard to play," said Broten, who made $350,000 last season.

Broten scored 13 goals and had 56 assists last season and had nine goals and 13 assists in 23 playoff games as the North Stars advanced to the Stanley Cup final.
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