THE NFL DRAFT REPORT PRESENTS

COMPARING DANNY BATTEN’S 2008 SEASON 
TO THE TOP STRONG-SIDE LINEBACKERS
FROM THE 2009 DRAFT CLASS

   These charts compare Danny Batten’s performance in 2008 to those of the defensive players that were selected first to play strong-side linebacker from the 2009 NFL Draft, using their 2008 season statistics for this project. That 2009 NFL Draft Class included Aaron Curry-Wake Forest (Seattle), Brian Cushing-Southern California (Houston), Larry English-Northern Illinois (San Diego) and Clint Sintim-Virginia (New York Giants). To compile this “report card,” I examine each athlete’s performance in detailed categories vs. the run and also in passing situations;

	THE TALE OF THE TAPE

	PLAYER
	SCHOOL
	COLLEGE POSITION
	HEIGHT
	WEIGHT
	40-YD

	BATTEN,Danny
	South Dakota State
	Right Defensive End
	6:02.7
	252
	4.63

	CURRY,Aaron
	Wake Forest
	Strong-side Linebacker
	6:01.6
	242
	4.62

	CUSHING,Brian
	Southern California
	Strong-side Linebacker
	6:03.3
	255
	4.64

	ENGLISH,Larry
	Northern Illinois
	Right Defensive End
	6:02.4
	254
	4.76

	SINTIM,Clint
	Virginia
	Strong-side Linebacker
	6:02.5
	256
	4.72

	AVERAGE
	
	
	6:02.5
	252
	4.67


	RUN DEFENSE COMPARISON CHART

	
	STATISTICS
	PLAY BREAKDOWN vs. THE RUN

	Player
	TK
	SO
	AS
	TFL
	NG
	ATT
	YDS
	TD
	LG
	YPC
	1st
	3rd
	4th
	RZ/GL

	BATTEN,Danny
	  75
	36
	39
	16.0-61
	15
	71
	79
	0
	25
	1.11
	  8
	10
	2
	 11/4

	CURRY,Aaron
	101
	63
	38
	15.0-47
	3
	81
	329
	3
	57
	4.06
	21
	11
	1
	 11/6

	CUSHING,Brian
	66
	40
	26
	10.0-47
	4
	48
	95
	0
	11
	1.98
	  7
	  6
	2
	2/0

	ENGLISH,Larry
	36
	25
	11
	13.5-71
	2
	34
	3
	0
	12
	0.09
	  5
	  9
	0
	4/3

	SINTIM,Clint
	69
	38
	31
	12.5-87
	6
	63
	129
	3
	19
	2.14
	19
	14
	0
	 10/3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


NOTE-TK indicates total tackles recorded by the defender…SO indicates solo tackles…AS indicates assisted tackles…TFL indicates tackles behind the line of scrimmage/lost yardage…NG indicates times defender stopped an opponent for no gain on a rushing attempt…ATT indicates plays made vs. the run…YDS indicates yards gained by the defender’s opponents on plays made vs. the run…TD indicates touchdowns allowed vs. the run…LG indicates longest rushing attempt gain vs. the defender…YPC indicates average yards per carry by the opponent vs. the defender…1st indicates carries by an opponent that resulted in a first down vs. the defender…3rd indicates third-down plays made by the defender vs. the run…4th indicates fourth-down plays made by the defender vs. the run…RZ/GL indicates plays made by the defender inside the red zone/on goal-line plays vs. the run.

	AGAINST THE RUN  COMPARISON CHART

	PLAYER
	GP
	TKA
	RK
	TFLA
	RK
	NG
	RK
	R/AVG
	RK
	3/4S
	RK
	PTS
	TOT

	BATTEN,Danny
	12
	6.25
	2
	1.33
	1
	15
	1
	1.11
	2
	12
	2
	22
	1

	CURRY,Aaron
	12
	8.42
	1
	1.25
	2
	3
	4
	4.06
	5
	12
	2
	16
	2

	CUSHING,Brian
	12
	5.50
	4
	0.83
	5
	4
	3
	1.98
	3
	  8
	5
	10
	5

	ENGLISH,Larry
	12
	3.00
	5
	1.13
	3
	2
	5
	0.09
	1
	  9
	4
	12
	4

	SINTIM,Clint
	12
	5.75
	3
	1.04
	4
	6
	2
	2.14
	4
	14
	1
	16
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	15.2
	


NOTE-GP indicates games played…TKA indicates average tackles per game…RK indicates rank in that category…TFLA indicates tackle-for-loss average per game…NG indicates tackles of ball carriers for no gain…

R/AVG indicates opponents average gain per rushing attempt vs. the defender…3/4S indicates third and fourth-down stops vs. the run…PTS indicates points for each ranking category, players receive points based on their finish;-5 points for first, 4 for second, 3 for third, 2 for fourth, 1 for fifth…TOT indicates that defensive lineman’s final ranking vs. the other four defenders listed.
	PASS DEFENSE COMPARISON CHART

	
	STATISTICS
	PLAY BREAKDOWN vs. THE PASS

	Player
	TK
	PB
	INT
	SACK
	PR
	ATT
	NO
	YDS
	PCT
	TD
	LG
	1st
	3rd
	4th
	IC

	BATTEN,Danny
	75
	1
	1
	8.0-42
	11
	43
	7
	64
	16.28
	0
	17
	3
	11
	0
	  23

	CURRY,Aaron
	101
	3
	1
	2.5-16
	  2
	45
	32
	239
	71.11
	4
	21
	10
	  6
	1
	10

	CUSHING,Brian
	66
	6
	1
	2.5-19
	  1
	29
	18
	123
	62.07
	1
	21
	4
	  8
	0
	  6

	ENGLISH,Larry
	36
	1
	0
	8.0-57
	  2
	  7
	  2
	11
	28.57
	0
	  9
	0
	  3
	1
	  1

	SINTIM,Clint
	69
	3
	0
	11.0-83
	  4
	20
	11
	88
	55.00
	1
	23
	4
	  7
	2
	  4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


NOTE-TK indicates total tackles recorded by the defender…PB indicates pass deflections…INT indicates interceptions…SACK indicates sacks recorded/lost yardage…PR indicates times defender pressured the quarterback…ATT indicates number of passes attempted in the defender’s area…NO indicates number of passes caught by an opponent vs. the defender…YDS indicates yards gained by the defender’s opponents on plays made vs. the pass…PCT indicates percentage of passes completed vs. the defender… TD indicates touchdowns allowed vs. the pass…LG indicates longest pass completion vs. the defender… 1st indicates receptions by an opponent that resulted in a first down vs. the defender…3rd indicates third-down plays made by the defender vs. the pass…4th indicates fourth-down plays made by the defender vs. the pass…IC indicates times the defender prevented his pass coverage assignment from catching a pass (re-route/jam/covered on the play).
	AGAINST THE PASS PERFORMANCE CHART

	Player
	GP
	SKA
	RK
	PRA
	RK
	1st
	RK
	3/4SA
	RK
	PDA
	RK
	IC
	RK
	PTS
	TOT

	BATTEN,Danny
	12
	0.67
	2
	0.92
	1
	0.25
	2
	0.92
	1
	0.17
	4
	1.92
	1
	25
	1

	CURRY,Aaron
	12
	0.21
	4
	0.17
	3
	0.83
	5
	0.58
	4
	0.33
	3
	0.83
	2
	15
	4

	CUSHING,Brian
	12
	0.21
	4
	0.08
	5
	0.33
	3
	0.67
	3
	0.58
	2
	0.50
	3
	16
	3

	ENGLISH,Larry
	12
	0.67
	2
	0.17
	3
	0.00
	1
	0.33
	5
	0.08
	5
	0.08
	5
	15
	4

	SINTIM,Clint
	12
	0.92
	1
	0.33
	2
	0.33
	3
	0.75
	2
	0.75
	1
	0.33
	4
	23
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	18.8
	


NOTE-SKA indicates average of sacks recorded per game…RK indicates rank in that category…PRA indicates average of quarterback pressures per game…1st indicates average amount of passing first downs defender allowed an opponent per game…3/4SA indicates average of third/fourth down stops made by the defender vs. the pass per game…PDA indicates average of passes defended (interceptions/ pass break-ups) by the defender per game…IC indicates times the defender prevented his pass coverage assignment from catching a pass (re-route/jam/covered on the play)…PTS indicates points scored for each ranking category; players receive points based on their finish-5 points for first, 4 for second, 3 for third, 2 for fourth, 1 for fifth…TOT indicates that defender’s final ranking vs. the other four defenders listed
	NEGATIVE PLAYS CHARGED AGAINST THE DEFENDER

	PLAYER
	GP
	1STR
	1STP
	PEN
	TDR
	TDP
	10+R
	20+R
	10+P
	20+P
	NP
	AVG
	PTS
	TOT

	BATTEN,Danny
	12
	  8
	 3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3
	0
	17
	1.42
	4
	2

	CURRY,Aaron
	12
	   21
	10
	6
	3
	4
	6
	2
	5
	3
	60
	5.00
	1
	5

	CUSHING,Brian
	12
	  7
	 4
	3
	0
	1
	3
	0
	3
	0
	21
	1.75
	3
	3

	ENGLISH,Larry
	12
	  5
	  0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	  7
	0.58
	5
	1

	SINTIM,Clint
	12
	   19
	 4
	4
	3
	1
	5
	0
	2
	1
	39
	3.25
	2
	4

	AVERAGE
	
	11.0
	3.6
	2.8
	1.2
	1.2
	3.2
	0.4
	2.2
	0.8
	26.4
	2.16
	3
	


NOTE-1STR indicates amount of first downs defender allowed an opponent on running plays…1STR indicates amount of first downs defender allowed an opponent on passing plays…PEN indicates amount of penalties charged to the defender…TDR indicates touchdowns defender allowed on running plays… TDP indicates touchdowns defender allowed on passing plays…10+R indicates running plays for 10 yards or longer charged to the defender…20+R indicates running plays for 20 yards or longer charged to the defender…10+P indicates passing plays for 10 yards or longer charged to the defender…20+P indicates passing plays for 20 yards or longer charged to the defender…NP indicates total amount of negative plays charged to the defender (total from each category)…AVG indicates average of negative plays charged to the defender per game…PTS indicates points scored for each ranking category; players receive points based on their finish-5 points for first, 4 for second, 3 for third, 2 for fourth, 1 for fifth…TOT indicates that defender’s final ranking vs. the other four defenders listed
	
FINAL REPORT CARD

	PLAYER
	GP
	AR
	AP
	NP
	PTS
	RK

	BATTEN,Danny
	12
	22
	25
	4
	51
	1

	CURRY,Aaron
	12
	16
	15
	1
	32
	3

	CUSHING,Brian
	12
	10
	16
	3
	29
	5

	ENGLISH,Larry
	12
	12
	15
	5
	32
	3

	SINTIM,Clint
	12
	16
	23
	2
	41
	2

	AVERAGE
	
	15.2
	18.8
	3.0
	37
	


NOTABLE-This chart lists the statistics compiled by each defensive player during their respective seasons…AR indicates points scored in the above Against the Run Comparison category…AP indicates points scored in the above Against the Pass Performance Chart category…NP indicates points scored in the above Negative Plays Charged category…PTS indicates total points scored from all of these categories…RK indicates final ranking, based on total points scored.
