	Player
	School
	Jersey
	Year Entered
	Test

	BATTEN,Danny
	South Dakota State
	#54
	2006
	

	Height
	Weight
	Birth date
	College Position
	Pro Position

	6:02.7
	254
	
	DE
	DE-SOLB

	Bench Press
	Squat
	Power Clean
	Vertical Jump
	Broad Jump

	225x21
	535
	340
	33”
	9’5”

	Arms
	Hands
	Time (10)
	Time (20)
	Time (40)

	32 ¼”
	9 3/8”
	1.58
	2.68
	4.63

	Grade One
	Grade Two
	Grade Three
	20-yd Shuttle
	Three-Cone

	6.69
	7.06
	
	4.19
	6.93

	2009 Best Games
	Georgia Southern, Indiana State, Illinois State, Cal Poly, Missouri State, North Dakota State, Youngstown State, Minnesota, Western Illinois.

	2009 Worst Games
	Northern Iowa, Montana.

	2008 Best Games
	Youngstown State, Western Illinois, Northern Iowa, Stephen F. Austin, McNeese State, Indiana State, Illinois State.

	2008 Worst Games
	Cal Poly, Missouri State.

	2007 Best Games
	Western Illinois, Texas State, Stephen F. Austin, Georgia Southern, Cal Poly, Southern Utah State, North Dakota State.

	2007 Worst Games
	Youngstown State, Cal-Davis.

	2006 Best Games
	Montana, Nicholls State, Central Arkansas, William Penn.

	2006 Worst Games
	Wisconsin-La Crosse, Cal Poly, Cal-Davis.

	Body Structure
	Batten has a well-built frame with good chest thickness and defined arms and legs. He could stand to add at least another fifteen pounds of bulk, if he is to play on the defensive line at the next level, but he does not have the big bubble and wide hips you look for in a down lineman, making a move to linebacker more likely. He shows above average lower body agility with straight, muscled calves and thighs. He is proportionately built in his upper body, with good hand size and strength to shed blocks vs. bigger offensive linemen.

	General Report
	7.22
	

	Athletic Ability
	6.9
	Batten shows above average change of direction skills, making a move to linebacker a better fit for a player of his size, athleticism and lack of bulk that you look for in a down lineman. He has that sudden burst to surprise a lethargic offensive lineman and plays at full speed all the time, yet he has the balance and recovery quickness to get right back into the play if he over-pursues. He runs with a quick, easy stride and knows how to put on the “afterburners” and accelerate when he sees he has a chance to get to the quarter-back (see 2008 Western Illinois and Illinois State and 2009 Illinois State and Western Illinois games). He shows the flexibility needed to bend and flatten to the QB, as he uses his hands well, combining them with his speed and shake to defeat blocks at the point of attack. He displays very good agility working through traffic and down the line of scrimmage, using his hands effectively to avoid the low leg blocks. He is sudden bending the corner and covers ground in an instant vs. the outside run, taking proper angles to pinch the action back inside…GRADE-6.9

	Football Sense
	7.4
	Batten is a smart, alert player who is very capable of taking plays from the chalkboard to the playing field. He is combative in the trenches, yet knows it is better to “out smart” the bigger blockers and avoid them rather than get into one-on-one battles (see 2009 Illinois State, North Dakota State, Northern Iowa and Youngstown State games). He has a good feel for the flow of the game and it is rare to see him bite on play action or misdirection. With his keen vision, he is quick to locate the ball, evident by the fact that no runner or receiver has scored on him through 35 games. He plays with his head on a swivel and shows good instincts closing on the ball and the QB, thanks to his keen knowledge for angling…GRADE-7.4

	Character
	6.9
	Batten is a classic blue chip player with a blue collar work ethic. He is usually the first to arrive and the last to leave practices and puts in the extra effort in the film room to prepare for his upcoming opponent. He has no known off-field issues and is used as an example by the coaching staff when it comes to showing younger players what is expected from a South Dakota State football player…GRADE-6.9

	Competitiveness
	7.4
	Batten plays with a non-stop motor that the Detroit car manufacturers wish they had in their automobiles. He is constantly on the move, evident by the fact that 30.66% of his tackles made in 2008 and 42.22% of his stops in 2009 came out of his territory (see 2009 Indiana State, Southern Illinois and Minnesota games). He plays hard until the whistle and can be feisty and nasty when trying to shed blockers. He is a collision-type tackler who is not afraid to stick his “hat” into the action. Football is very important to him and any professional staff needs to realize that he is a player who will never back down and does his best to give all that he has on the field…GRADE-7.4

	Work Habits
	7.5
	Batten is a tireless worker who can be a verbal leader, but will generally let his actions speak volumes for his character. He needs to continue increasing his weight room totals in order to compete with the more physical blockers inside the box that he will face next year in the NFL, but he is a self-motivated sort who does not hesitate to put in the extra hours needed to refine his craft…GRADE-7.5

	
	
	

	Athletic Report
	7.03
	

	Explosion/Pursuit
	7.3
	To say that Batten is explosive off the snap would be an understatement. He can get on the edge and keep advantage with the best in the 2010 draft class and while he is sudden coming out of his stance, he also has a good feel for knowing when he needs to burst and close on the QB (see 2008 Iowa State, Youngstown State, Northern Iowa, Indiana State and North Dakota State and 2009 Illinois State, Youngstown State and Western Illinois games). With the suddenness in his initial step, he is able to get up field and turn his shoulders to bring pressure off the edge. He also shows good short area quickness, relishing jamming or rerouting tight ends, slot receivers and backs working the underneath passing game (see 2008 Western Illinois and Illinois State and 2009 Missouri State and Northern Iowa games). With his change of direction agility and balance, he looks at ease when having to redirect and take on opponents in the short area passing game…GRADE-7.3

	Strength at Point
	6.4
	Batten is a savvy player who hits with a thud and is an efficient wrap-up tackler, but he lacks the “sand in his pants” to take on bigger offensive linemen in one-on-one battles, as he relies more on his suddenness to defeat blocks than raw power. Despite being out-weighed by more than 50 pounds to his opponent, Batten might lack the mass to stall a double team at the next level, but he will use his hands swipes with good efficiency to split some of that coverage and he always competes until the whistle. He knows how to use his upper body strength and leverage at his level of play, but because of a lack of bulk, he will be much more effective standing up as a linebacker than playing a down line position…GRADE-6.4

	Use of Hands
	7.4
	Batten compensates for a lack of bulk with great hand usage. He looks natural keeping them inside his frame, knowing how to keep blockers off his feet. He uses and keeps his hands very active in attempts to shed and will surprise a lethargic blocker with the thud he puts behind his arm swipes and hand punch. That is why he is able to compete well vs. bigger people, thanks to his leverage and proper use of his hands and feet. He has a “no quit” attitude combating blocks on the move and shows above average hand placement to get off second level blockers to make tackles in pursuit (see 2008 Indiana State and Illinois State games and 2009 Georgia Southern, Cal Poly, Minnesota and Western Illinois clash). With those active hands, he’s had good success shedding and falling underneath, as he has that natural chop and swipe off the line to get a blocker reeling back on his heels…GRADE-7.4

	Lateral Pursuit/Effort
	7.1
	Moving Batten to linebacker would be a natural, thanks to his change of direction agility. He plays with a relentless motor and constantly is in the backfield to apply pressure or run down plays from behind the line (see 2008 Indiana State and 2009 Georgia Southern, Illinois State and Minnesota games). He is very effective when needed to bend down the line and shows no hesitation when laying out to make plays on the move. He has good chase speed to get downfield and deliver impact hits from the backside. His balance is evident by the way he keeps going through traffic to close on the ball with urgency… GRADE-7.1

	Tackling Ability
	6.6
	Batten is showing marked improvement as a wrap-up tackler since his sophomore year. He is a physical striker who does not soften when colliding and plays with good intensity, knowing how to take the outside leg of the ball carrier out to prevent the runner from picking up additional yards falling forward after the initial hit. He works hard to finish when chasing down the quarterback and gives 100% to make plays all over the field. The only time he gets in trouble is when he lunges in attempts to drag and grab, as he tends to slide off those hits, at times (see 2008 Cal Poly and 2009 Southern Illinois and Minnesota games)…GRADE-6.6

	Run Defense
	7.8
	Batten shows good hand usage and the ability to cross the face of an offensive lineman or lead blocker, as he plays with leverage, showing good engagement and shedding ability when he does not try to stand in the trenches and simply battle it out with a bigger opponent. Because of his active hands and decent arm extension, it is hard for blockers to reach him, as he always does a nice job of keeping his feet free, especially when taking on double teams. To date, he registered 255 plays vs. the ground game, holding the opposing ball carriers to only 217 yards, an average of 0.85 yards per rushing attempt. He produced 69 total tackles for loss (solos/assists) while stopping runners at the line of scrimmage for no gain 47 times. Just 23 of those 255 running plays he was involved in resulted in first downs for the opposition (8.90%). You can see on film the quickness in his hands when shedding one-on-one blocks. He can beat the tight end in time to make plays on the move and likes to swim at the five-tech vs. turn-out blocks. When he gets his hands inside and gets his shoulders turned up field, he has great success utilizing his rip moves to stay active at the point of attack…GRADE-7.8

	Pass Rush
	7.0
	Batten is developing good pass rush moves, but must rely more on avoiding blockers to generate the backside pursuit he enjoys on the way to the QB. He shows very good dip and body lean coming off the edge and has the flexibility and sudden burst to leave the bigger offensive tackles grabbing at air while he arrives “home” with a big sack on the passer (see 2007 and 2009 Georgia Southern games, 2008 Western Illinois and Southern Illinois contests and 2009 Georgia Southern and Western Illinois clashes). His feet and hands are generally active in pursuit, as he shows the flexibility to flatten. The thing I see most on film is his shake and counter ability, along with the shoulder dip that makes it difficult for a blocker to telegraph his moves…GRADE-7.0

	Closing on the QB
	7.3
	Batten seems to relish his ability to get into the backfield, as eleven of his 46 pressures caused interceptions, while two others produced fumbles and two resulted in safeties. He came up with twenty-one turnovers on the field, as the Jackrabbits converted thirteen of them into scores (nine touchdown drives, two more ending with field goals and two safeties, see 2007 Northern Iowa and Southern Utah games, 2008 Youngstown State, Indiana State and North Dakota contests and 2009 Georgia Southern, Northern Iowa and Youngstown State clashes). He is very creative working the offensive lineman and has that burst to consistently finish when he gets a lane to the passer. There is no hesitation in his back-side charge and he does a good job of changing speeds when he sets himself free in attempts to close. He has the balance and feet to close well down field and with his short area burst, he would be an ideal blitzer from the strong-side linebacker position… GRADE-7.3

	Instincts/Recognition
	6.4
	Batten is instinctive to backfield movement and shows good eyes recognizing blocking schemes. He is quick to react when he sees the plays develop and uses his hands well to work the blocker or accelerate off the edge. He is quick to play off the block and spill inside, displaying the instincts to find the quarterback in a hurry. The only thing lacking a bit is that he does not seem to be always alert to chances for batting down the ball at the line of scrimmage. He works his feet effectively to get down the line of scrimmage and when he recognizes the outside threat, he is good at holding the edge vs. the perimeter run…GRADE-6.4

	Miscellaneous Performance
	
	

	Summation
	
	

	

	Overview
	
	

	

	Medical
	No major injuries reported.

	Statistics
	DEFENSIVE STATISTICS

STATS GP
GS   TK   SO   AS   FR  FC  INT  TFL          PBU  SACK       PRES

TOTAL 46
45    274  115  159    3
  4    1     55.0-222   4
 23.0-144
   46



	Career Notes
	Batten appeared in 46 games for the Jackrabbits, starting all but the 2006 McNeese State contest…Recorded 274 tackles (115 solos) with 23.0 sacks for minus 144 yards, 55.0 stops for losses of 222 yards and 46 quarterback pressures…Among the team’s annual leaders, his eight sacks in 2008 and nine sacks in 2009 are surpassed by only Mark Dunbar (21.0 in 1978), Eric Cohen (10.0 in 1979), Jim Remme (10.5 in 1992) and Jeff Wolgamott (11.5 in 1997)…His career-high three sacks vs. Western Illinois in 2009 were the most by a Missouri Valley Football Conference player in a game since Brent Hawkins of Illinois State posted five sacks vs. Northern Iowa in 2005…Recorded at least one tackle behind the line of scrimmage in 33 games he played in, the most of any active performer in the Football Championship Subdivision ranks…Batten added three fumble recoveries, four forced fumbles and a blocked kick, as he deflected four passes, intercepted another for a 24-yard return and had an 11-yard kickoff return…Produced 21 turnovers, as the Jackrabbits converted thirteen of them into scores (nine touchdown drives and two more that ended with field goals, along with two safeties)…On 255 plays vs. the ground game, he allowed his opponents to gain just 217 yards (0.85 ypc), as he registered 33 third-down hits, eight more on fourth-down snaps and stopped opposing ball carriers 47 times at the line of scrimmage for no gain…On 142 plays vs. passes in his area, he rerouted receivers away from 65 of those throws, as the opposition completed 25 passes (17.61%) for 167 yards, an average of 6.68 yards per pass completion and 1.18 yards per pass attempt (pass attempt average is the lowest of any active FCS player)…Only eight of those receptions produced first downs, as he registered 51 third-down plays and one more on fourth-down vs. the aerial game…Collected 87 of his tackles inside the red zone, with 17 coming on goal-line plays…In the 2009 Illinois State clash, Batten’s six pressures were the most by a Missouri Valley Conference (formerly Gateway Conference) player in a game since Eastern Illinois’ John Jurkovic had six pressures vs. Southern Illinois in 1986.

	Compares To
	MIKE VRABEL-Kansas City Chiefs…Batten would be better served in a stand-up position, but only due to a lack of great bulk that you look for in a down lineman. He has proven to be very capable of recognizing and thwarting the short area passing game. With his superb quickness and change of direction agility, he prevented receivers from getting to 117-of-142 passes targeted into his area (17.61 pass completion percentage). just 19.35% of the passes thrown into his area (18-of-85) during his college career. He has a relentless motor coming off the edge to chase down the quarterback and moves freely when pursuing plays laterally. Like Vrabel, he is a savvy player with a good head on his shoulders. He might not be as flashy as some of the more high-profile players, but few play at the consistent level he’s shown at SDSU.


