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D E S I G N  D E TA I L S
M A R K  C AV E N D I S H ’ S 
S P E C I A L I Z E D  V E N G E

H A N D L E B A R S

Mark Cavendish’s handlebar set-up involves his 

shifters high on the bars, and the brake lever reach 

has been reduced to offset the angle. The bars  

are PRO’s Vibe Sprint, which are known for  

their stiffness. 

C H A I N R I N G S

The Venge incorporated a Shimano-armed SRM 

power meter as part of  the drivetrain, as well as 

Shimano’s super-stiff  fifty-three-tooth Dura-Ace 

7900 hollow outer chainring. For climbing, Cavendish 

used the standard 7900 thirty-nine-tooth inner ring. 

The Venge was finished with the best 
modern equipment, including a fi’zi:k 

Arione CX saddle with braided carbon 
rails, and a Venge seatpost, with a 

integrated Shimano Di2 battery.

A tapered head tube  
and steerer: ideal for a 
powerful sprinter such  
as Mark Cavendish.

Cavendish’s wheels were 
handbuilt with Dura-Ace hubs 
and differential-depth Zipp  
carbon tubular rims.

On the eve of  the 2011 Milan–San Remo, former 

winner Mark Cavendish was presented with a new 

road bike. It was a highly anticipated moment as his 

supplier, Specialized, in collaboration with McLaren of  

Formula One fame, had spent nine months designing 

and moulding a frame and set-up for the fastest sprinter 

in the world. Just twenty-four hours before the race 

started, and with Cavendish looking for his second win 

in La Classica di Primavera, the Venge was unveiled.

One eye-catching feature of  the bike was simply 

how much of  its specification was geared towards 

Cavendish’s unique style of  sprinting—flat and tucked in 

on the drops, his power generated through a low profile 

position with his body thrown forward, nose almost 

over the front wheel.

Given Cavendish’s unusual weight distribution, the 

designers made sure that the frame was strengthened at 

the front, adding extra stiffness while still incorporating 

McLaren-style aerodynamic curves and sleekness along 

the top tube.

Despite a promising start Cavendish faltered in the 

race, caught behind a crash and later dropped, but he 

went on to use the bike to great effect at both the 2011 

Tour de France and then at the world championships in 

Copenhagen, where he became the first British rider to 

win the race in forty-six years.

The futuristic Venge may have weighed in at a 

slightly heavy 16.86 pounds (7.65 kg), but it was—and 

still is—one of  the most eye-catching and impressive 

bikes in the modern peloton.

Cavendish’s Venge incorporated a 
Shimano-armed SRM power meter 
as part of  the drivetrain.


